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Abstract 

The objective of the research was to improve students’ reading ability by using the VOA application in 
tenth grade of MAN 3 Makassar. The data was collected through pre-experimental design with one group pre-test 
and post-test. The research consisted of 6 meetings included treatment. The sample of this research was class X IPS 
2 which consists of 28 students. The instrument of this research were test and questionnaire. The research findings 
indicated that the mean score of post-tests was 81,78 which greater than the mean score of pre-tests was only 51,42. 
It could be concluded that students’ reading ability has improved after being given treatment by using the VOA 
application. This was supported by significant t-test value (2-tailed) was 0,000 < 0.05 the H0 is rejected and H1 was 
accepted. In conclusion, the use of VOA application could improve students’ reading ability. 
 
Keywords: The VOA application, improve, reading, ability. 

 
Abstrak 

Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk meningkatkan kemampuan membaca siswa dengan menggunakan 

aplikasi VOA di kelas X MAN 3 Makassar. Pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui desain pre-experimental dengan 

satu kelompok pra-tes dan pasca-tes. Penelitian ini terdiri dari 6 kali pertemuan termasuk perlakuan. Sampel 

penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas X IPS 2 yang berjumlah 28 siswa. Instrumen penelitian ini adalah tes dan angket. 

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa nilai rata-rata pasca-tes adalah 81,78 yang lebih besar dari nilai rata-rata pra-

tes yang hanya 51,42. Dapat disimpulkan bahwa kemampuan membaca siswa mengalami peningkatan setelah 

diberikan perlakuan dengan menggunakan aplikasi VOA. Hal ini didukung oleh nilai signifikan t-tes (2-ekor) adalah 

0,000 < 0,05 maka H0 ditolak dan H1 diterima. Kesimpulannya, penggunaan aplikasi VOA dapat meningkatkan 

kemampuan membaca siswa. 

 

Kata kunci: Aplikasi VOA, meningkatkan, kemampuan, membaca 

 

1. Introduction 

Reading is something crucial and indispensable for the students because the success of 

their study depends on the greater part of their ability to read. If their reading ability is poor, they 

are very likely to fail in their study or at least they will have difficulty in making progress. On 

the other hand, if they have a good ability in reading, they will have a better chance to succeed in 

their study. 

According to Hamra and Syatriana (2010:27) that since English in Indonesia is a foreign 

language, most students at any levels of education get difficulty in reading English text. 

Therefore, the students must have a good reading ability. By having a good reading ability, the 

students will have a good reading comprehension.  
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Through reading we could explore the world, countries that have never been visited before, 

the minds and ideas of great people in the past, all of which will enrich our experience and 

knowledge. If students' reading ability are lacking, they will have difficulty in learning. And if 

they have good reading ability, they will do better in school. From the statement above we know 

the importance of reading for students at school and after they graduate their study at school. 

According to Dalman (2014:5), reading is an activity or cognitive process that seeks to find 

various information contained in writing. This means that reading is a thought process to 

understand the content of the text read. Therefore, reading is not only looking at a collection of 

letters that have formed words, groups of words, sentences, paragraphs, and discourses, but more 

than that reading is an activity to understand meaningful writing so that the message conveyed 

by the author be accepted by the reader. 

Reading must be taught by the teacher because through reading, students are expected to be 

able to get more certain knowledge, information and pleasure. Reading is actually not an easy 

task to do. Reading is thinking process. The act of recognizing words requires the interpretation 

of graphic symbols.  

 Reading becomes very important in the education field, students need to be exercised and 

trained in order to have a good reading skill. The primary purpose of reading is to improve the 

students’ ability to understand English as it is used in written material.  

When the students are good in reading ability, they will be able to interpret the text and get many 

vocabularies from what they have read. Because of that importance of reading, teaching reading 

must be started from the early age or well known as young learners.  

 

2. Method 

This research was quantitative research. Quantitative research relied on the collection and 

analysis of numerical data to describe, explain, predict, or control variables and phenomena of 

interest (Gay, Mills, & Airasian, 2009). The researcher used pre-experimental design method 

and applied one group pre-test and post-test design. According to Arikunto (2010:173) 

population was the whole subject of research. Thus, the population in this research was the tenth 

grade of MAN 3 Makassar. There were number of populations is 28 students and the sample 

was class X IPS 2. The instrument of this research were test and questionnaire. Garcia (2001:8-

38) has suggested some types of tests, which are suitable to measure students' ability during 

reading, namely Multiple-choice. The researcher gave pre-test and post-test to find out if there 

was improved in the class.  

The scores of students obtained from pre-test and post-test and the researcher collected the 

data by using SPSS 21.0.  

 

3. Findings and discussion 
 

Table 1. The Pre-Test Score 

 
Num. Pre-Test Scores Number of Students 

1 30 9 

2 40 7 

3 50 1 
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4 60 2 

5 70 9 

 

From the table above show that in 28 students, 9 students got score 30 (poor), 7 students 

got score 40 (poor), 1 student got score 50 (fair), 2 students got score 60 (fair), 9 students got 

score 70 (good), and no one student got very poor and very good score. 

 

Table 2. The Post -Test Score 

 
Num. Post-Test Scores Number of Students 

1 70 5 

2 80 13 

3 90 10 

 

From the table above show that in 28 students, 5 students got score 70 (good), 13 students 

got score 80 (good), 10 students got score 90 (very good), and no one student got very poor, 

poor, and fair score. 

 

        Table 3. Paired Sample Statistics 

 
Paired Samples Statistics 

 Mean N Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

Pair 1 PreTest Reading 51.43 
28 10.079 1.905 

PostTest Reading 81.79 
28 7.228 1.366 

 

 

Based on the table above showed that the total sample was 28 students, the mean score in 

pre-test was 51,43 while the mean score in the post test was 81,79, the standard deviation in pre-

test was 10,079 while in the post-test was 7,228, the mean error in the pre-test was 1,905 while 

the mean error in post-test was 1,366.  

 

Table 4. Paired Sample Test 

                                                                             Paired Samples Test 

 

Paired Differences 

t df Sig. (2-tailed) Mean 

Std. 

Deviation 

Std. Error 

Mean 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pair 1 PreTest Reading - 

PostTest Reading 

-30.357 7.927 1.498 -33.431 -27.284 -20.265 27 .000 
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According to Singgih Santo (2014), the guidelines for decision making in the paired 

sample t-test are based on the significance value (Sig.) of the SPSS output result, are as follows. 

If the value significance (2-tailed) < 0.05, the H0 is rejected and H1 is accepted. 

Meanwhile, if the value of significance (2-tailed) > 0.05, the H0 is accepted and H1 is rejected. 

From the table paired sample statistic, showed the mean grade in pre-test and post-test. It was 

concluded that H0 rejected and H1 accepted because mean grade in the post-test higher than 

mean grade in pre-test. Therefore, the researcher concluded that using the VOA application was 

effective in improving reading ability. 

 

Table 5. The result of Questionnaire 

 

Num. Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

1 1 3,6% 7 25% 17 60,7% 3 10,7% 28 100% 

2 1 3,6% 1 3,6% 22 78,5% 4 14,3% 28 100% 

3 3 10,7% 20 71,4% 3 10,7% 2 7,1% 28 100% 

4 4 14,3% 17 60,7% 6 21,4% 1 3,6% 28 100% 

5 4 14,3% 16 57,1% 8 28,6% 0 0 28 100% 

6 3 10,7% 18 64,3% 7 25% 0 0 28 100% 

7 5 17,9% 17 60,7% 6 21,4% 0 0 28 100% 

8 5 17,9% 10 35,7% 13 46,4% 0 0 28 100% 

9 8 28,6% 12 42,8% 8 28,6% 0 0 28 100% 

10 4 14,3% 16 57,1% 7 25% 1 3,6% 28 100% 

 

Discussion 

Using the VOA application is the right strategy to apply in class in learning to read. This 

strategy is useful for improving students' reading ability. In this research, several things have 

been concluded. First, for all students in class X IPS 2, they tend to have the same problem when 

they did the pre-test in the first meeting. Most of them had difficult in reading texts. The results 

of the pre-test were much poorer than the post-test because the lack of reading ability so they got 

lower scores. Second, after applying the use of the VOA application, students in the pre-

experimental class showed an improved in reading and even most of them were interested in 

using the VOA application in learning. 

The results of the data that was explained previously in findings and description of 

students' reading ability between pre-test and post-test. Here was the description: 

Before using the VOA application, students had difficult in reading. However, after using the 

VOA application, students' reading ability was improved. Improved in students' reading ability 

could be seen between the pre-test and post-test. Student results differed significantly before and 

after using VOA application in teaching reading. The pre-test showed that the students were 

difficult in reading. 
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In the treatment of 4 meetings with the VOA application, the first treatment discussed 

autumn news, the second treatment discussed the report text, the third treatment discussed the 

beauty of flowers in autumn, and the fourth treatment discussed gardening. After being treated 

for 4 meetings with the VOA application, students' reading ability to read reading texts was 

improved. Most of the students' reading ability was lacking in the first meeting when they were 

given data collection instruments by the researcher. 

 

4. Conclusion 

Based on the result of the data analysis, research findings and discussion, concluded that 

before the students got treatment (pre-test) the mean score that got 51,42 which lower than score 

after the students got treatment (post-test) their mean score improves become 81,78. Learning 

reading through the VOA application could improve students’ reading ability. 
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