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Abstrak: Penelitian ini mengkaji pembentukan identitas budaya dalam konteks interaksi antara budaya lokal dan budaya kolonial dalam novel Afterlives karya Abdulrazak Gurnah. Kajian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh pentingnya memahami bagaimana kolonialisme tidak hanya memengaruhi aspek politik dan ekonomi, tetapi juga membentuk identitas individu dan masyarakat pascakolonial. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk menganalisis representasi identitas budaya serta bentuk identitas pascakolonial yang muncul dalam novel. Penelitian menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif dengan pendekatan teori postkolonial. Data utama diperoleh dari novel Afterlives, sedangkan data sekunder berasal dari buku, artikel ilmiah, dan sumber akademik yang relevan. Teknik pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui pembacaan intensif, identifikasi kutipan yang relevan, klasifikasi data berdasarkan tema, dan analisis isi secara kualitatif. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa identitas tokoh-tokoh dalam novel dibentuk melalui konflik antara budaya lokal dan budaya kolonial yang menghasilkan identitas hibrid, identitas ambivalen, dan identitas terdislokasi. Pengalaman kolonial menyebabkan trauma, keterasingan, dan krisis identitas, namun pada saat yang sama mendorong proses negosiasi dan rekonstruksi identitas. Penelitian ini memberikan kontribusi terhadap pemahaman mengenai dampak kolonialisme terhadap pembentukan identitas budaya dalam karya sastra postkolonial.

Kata kunci: budaya kolonial, budaya lokal, identitas budaya, postkolonialisme, Afterlives

Abstract: This study examines the formation of cultural identity through the interaction between local and colonial cultures in Abdulrazak Gurnah’s novel Afterlives. The study is motivated by the need to understand how colonialism influences not only political and economic structures but also the construction of individual and collective identities in postcolonial societies. The objective of this research is to analyze the representation of cultural identity and the forms of postcolonial identity portrayed in the novel. This research employed a qualitative descriptive method using a postcolonial theoretical framework. The primary data source was the novel Afterlives, while secondary data were obtained from books, scholarly articles, and other relevant academic sources. Data were collected through intensive reading, identification of relevant quotations, thematic classification, and qualitative content analysis. The findings reveal that the characters’ identities are shaped by the conflict between local and colonial cultures, resulting in hybrid, ambivalent, and dislocated identities. Colonial experiences create trauma, alienation, and identity crises, while simultaneously encouraging the negotiation and reconstruction of identity. The study demonstrates that identity is a dynamic and ongoing process influenced by historical experiences and cultural encounters. This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the lasting impact of colonialism on cultural identity as represented in postcolonial literature.
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INTRODUCTION 
Literature has long served as a medium through which writers represent social realities, historical events, and cultural experiences. Beyond functioning as a form of artistic expression, literary works often reflect the complexities of human life and provide insights into the social, political, and cultural conditions of particular historical periods. Through literature, authors are able to communicate not only their personal imagination but also collective experiences shaped by social structures and historical circumstances. One of the most significant themes explored in modern literature is colonialism and its enduring consequences. The legacy of colonialism remains an important subject in literary studies because its effects continue to influence societies long after the end of formal colonial rule. Consequently, literary analyses that focus on colonialism and postcolonial identity remain relevant in understanding historical experiences, cultural transformation, and the construction of identity in formerly colonized societies.
Colonialism can be understood as a system of domination in which a foreign power exercises political, economic, and cultural control over another territory and its people. While colonialism is often associated with territorial conquest and resource exploitation, its effects extend far beyond political governance and economic extraction. Colonial power also shapes social structures, cultural values, language, education, and individual consciousness. According to Said (1978), colonial discourse functions as a mechanism through which colonial powers construct and maintain authority by representing colonized peoples as inferior and dependent. Such representations contribute to the marginalization of indigenous cultures and identities. Even after political independence is achieved, the influence of colonialism frequently persists in social institutions, cultural practices, and psychological conditions, creating lasting challenges for postcolonial societies.
Postcolonial theory emerged as an important intellectual framework for examining the cultural and psychological consequences of colonial domination. Scholars such as Edward Said, Frantz Fanon, and Homi K. Bhabha have emphasized that colonialism affects not only territories but also the minds and identities of colonized individuals. Fanon (1967) argues that colonialism produces psychological alienation by forcing colonized people to internalize feelings of inferiority while simultaneously aspiring to the cultural standards of the colonizers. Similarly, Bhabha (1994) highlights the complexity of postcolonial identity through concepts such as hybridity, ambivalence, and mimicry. These concepts demonstrate that identity in postcolonial societies is often unstable, fragmented, and continuously negotiated between indigenous traditions and colonial influences. Therefore, identity becomes a central concern in postcolonial studies because it reveals how individuals and communities respond to historical oppression and cultural displacement.
One contemporary literary work that effectively explores these issues is Afterlives (2022), a novel by Abdulrazak Gurnah. As a distinguished writer whose works frequently examine themes of displacement, migration, memory, and colonial history, Gurnah presents a nuanced portrayal of East African experiences under colonial rule. Afterlives is set in East Africa during the period of German colonial administration and follows the lives of several indigenous characters whose experiences are deeply shaped by colonial violence and social transformation. Through its historical setting, the novel provides valuable insight into the realities of colonial domination and the ways in which colonial power affects both individual lives and collective identities.
The narrative focuses primarily on the experiences of Ilyas, Hamza, and Afiya, whose lives are profoundly influenced by the colonial system. The novel depicts various forms of oppression, including forced recruitment, military violence, displacement, and social injustice. Through these experiences, Gurnah illustrates the destructive consequences of colonial rule on families, communities, and personal development. The characters are confronted with circumstances that challenge their sense of belonging and self-understanding, forcing them to navigate a world shaped by colonial authority. As a result, the novel demonstrates how colonialism disrupts traditional social structures and creates conditions that complicate the formation of identity.
The issue of identity occupies a central position in Afterlives. The characters experience not only physical suffering but also psychological trauma and cultural alienation. In particular, Hamza and Ilyas serve as askari, or indigenous soldiers, within the colonial military structure. Their roles place them in an ambiguous position because they are simultaneously victims of colonial oppression and participants in the colonial system. This duality reflects Bhabha’s (1994) concept of ambivalence, which describes the contradictory relationship between colonizer and colonized. Furthermore, their experiences exemplify hybridity, as their identities become shaped by both indigenous cultural values and colonial influences. The resulting tension illustrates the complexity of postcolonial identity, which cannot be understood through simple categories of resistance or submission.
In addition, the character of Afiya offers an important perspective on the experiences of indigenous women under colonialism. Her life is shaped not only by colonial domination but also by patriarchal structures within her society. Through Afiya’s experiences, the novel highlights the intersection of gender and colonial power, demonstrating how multiple forms of oppression contribute to the construction of identity. Her struggles reveal the resilience of individuals who seek to define themselves despite social constraints and historical injustices.
Through its portrayal of memory, trauma, and survival, Afterlives demonstrates that the consequences of colonialism extend far beyond the colonial period itself. The novel emphasizes that the process of rebuilding identity is often marked by loss, uncertainty, and negotiation with the past. Colonial experiences continue to influence how individuals perceive themselves and their place within society, even after formal colonial rule has ended. Therefore, the novel provides a rich foundation for postcolonial analysis, particularly in relation to the formation and transformation of identity.
Based on these considerations, this study focuses on the representation of identity within the context of colonialism and postcolonialism in Abdulrazak Gurnah’s Afterlives. By employing a postcolonial theoretical perspective, the study aims to examine how colonial power shapes, fragments, and reconstructs the identities of the novel’s characters. Furthermore, the research seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding of the enduring impact of colonialism on personal and collective identity, as reflected in contemporary postcolonial literature.


METHOD
This study employed a qualitative descriptive research design to examine the representation of colonial and postcolonial identity in Abdulrazak Gurnah’s Afterlives (2022). The primary source of data was the novel itself, while secondary data were obtained from books, journal articles, and other scholarly sources related to postcolonial theory and identity studies. Data were collected through intensive reading of the novel to identify relevant quotations, dialogues, character actions, and narrative descriptions reflecting colonial experiences, cultural conflicts, identity formation, and postcolonial conditions. The collected data were then classified into thematic categories, including the interaction between colonial and indigenous cultures, representations of postcolonial identity, cultural practices, and forms of resistance or adaptation. The study utilized an observation sheet to systematically record and organize textual evidence relevant to the research objectives. Data analysis was conducted using qualitative content analysis by examining patterns, themes, and character developments found in the text. The identified data were interpreted through a postcolonial theoretical framework, particularly concepts related to colonialism, hybridity, ambivalence, and identity negotiation, in order to understand how colonial power influences the construction, fragmentation, and reconstruction of identity. The findings were subsequently presented descriptively and analytically, supported by textual evidence from the novel, to provide a comprehensive understanding of the ways colonial and postcolonial dynamics shape the identities of the characters in Afterlives.
.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings

The Local Culture and Colonial Culture in Cultural Identity of the main Characters In Abdulrazak Gurnah Novel “Afterlives”
a.  Local and Colonial Culture 
The first findings shows that there is a clear conflict between local cultural values and colonial influences. Local cultural emphasizes community, tradition, and collective identity, while colonial culture introduces hierarchy, discipiline, and foreign systems of power.
This conflict creates internal struggles within the characters as they are forced to navigate between maintaining their traditions and adapting to colonial expectations.
b. Formation of Identity in the Main Characters
The findings reveal that the formation of identity in the main characters of Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah is a complex and dynamic process shaped by personal experiences, social interactions, and colonial influence. The characters’ identities are not fixed but are gradually constructed through processes of adaptation, conflict, and negotiation between local and colonial cultural values.
The character Ilyas embodies the development of identity that is heavily shaped by colonial influences. Following his participation in the military under German colonial rule, he embraces European language, discipline, and thought patterns. This shift leads to a profound alteration of his identity, creating a disconnection from his native cultural heritage and illustrating a splintered sense of self.
On the other hand, Hamza showcases a more adaptive approach to identity formation. Even though his experiences as an askari also impact him, his interaction with colonial culture is more about adaptation rather than a complete change. He endeavors to blend his colonial past with his ties to local traditions, resulting in an identity that is more versatile and blended.
Meanwhile, Afiya embodies the development of identity that is deeply connected to the local culture. In spite of facing challenges and being socially marginalized, she upholds significant connections to the values of her family and community. Her sense of self is influenced by strength and a commitment to maintaining local customs.
Therefore, the identity development of the primary characters illustrates differing levels of colonial impact, the endurance of local traditions, and the continuous interaction between the two.
c.  The Emergence of Hybrid Identity
The results indicate that the ongoing relationship between indigenous and colonial cultures results in the creation of mixed identities. The individuals merge features from both cultures in their everyday experiences and how they see themselves.
This blending signifies adjustment and endurance, as the individuals deal with the challenges of colonial impact while preserving parts of their native identity.
d.  The Effect on the Development of Cultural Identity
In summary, the results indicate that cultural identity in Afterlives is formed through a continuous interaction between native and colonial cultures. This interaction leads to identities that are fluid, intricate, and perpetually transforming.
The Form Postcolonial Cultural Identity in Abdulrazak Gurnah’s Novel “Afterlives”
a. Hybrid Identity
The results indicate that in Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah, postcolonial cultural identity is portrayed via a mixed identity. The individuals merge aspects of indigenous and colonial cultures, resulting in identities that are flexible and responsive.
b. Ambivalent Identity
The results indicate that there is a conflict within the cultural identities of the individuals in Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah. The characters both embrace and push back against colonial influences. They incorporate colonial ideals like structure, authority, and organization while also holding onto their connection to indigenous customs, traditions, and interpersonal relations. This complexity leads to inconsistent and conflicting feelings in their development of identity.
This conflict is evident in Hamza, a character who adopts elements of colonial discipline while serving as an askari, yet simultaneously searches for emotional and cultural connection with his community.
c. Dislocated Identity
The results indicate that colonialism in Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah causes a disruption in identity for the characters. The influence of colonial institutions, especially the military and authoritative systems, interferes with their ties to their native cultures. Consequently, these characters endure a sense of alienation and fail to find a distinct role within both the local and colonial social and cultural contexts.
This situation is particularly seen in the character of Ilyas, who, after being influenced by the colonial setting, finds himself disconnected from his own society.






Discussion
The Local and Colonial Culture in Culture Identity character in the novel Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah
a. Local and Colonial Culture
The results indicate a significant clash between indigenous culture and colonial influences in the novel Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah. The indigenous culture depicted in this narrative is showcased through the community’s emphasis on familial bonds, traditions, spirituality, and a robust network of social ties. Individuals operate under the values of unity and interdependence. This is illustrated by the characters' perspective of family as the focal point of social existence. For instance, Asha feels compelled to accept her uncle’s choice regarding her union with Khalifa, demonstrating the deep reverence for familial authority in the local customs.
Amur Biashara states, “You are like a member of my family… It is time you married” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 78)
Moreover, Khalifa recognizes that marriage extends beyond romantic affection; it involves upholding familial prestige, as indicated by the line,
 “Utamsitiri… save her from shame and keep the name of the family clean” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 81). 
These extracts underscore the significance of family reputation in the local cultural framework.
“The colonial administration was strengthening its hold over the land” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 85)
This statement highlights how German colonial domination continued to strengthen its grip on local communities and areas.
“The forced labour regime was extended to build roads and clear roadside gutters” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 86)
This quote describes the forced labor system implemented by the colonialists for colonial interests, which was detrimental to the local community.
b.  Formation of Identity in the Main Characters
The development of identity in the primary figures of Abdulrazak Gurnah's novel Afterlives illustrates the significant impact of personal experiences, social context, and the effects of colonialism on the formation of character traits and viewpoints. Identity is not achieved suddenly, but rather unfolds over time through influences such as family dynamics, education, trauma, and societal expectations. Characters like Khalifa, Ilyas, and Afiya navigate various paths in life, leading to the unique formation of their identities.
Khalifa shapes his identity through his experiences and a sense of obligation to his community. He learns to thrive by becoming valuable to others and fostering strong connections with those around him.
“I learned to survive by being useful to others” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 52)
This statement illustrates that Khalifa's sense of self is shaped by his function within the community. He perceives himself as a person who needs to contribute to others to gain acceptance and continue existing.
In the meantime, Ilyas undergoes the development of his identity, which is significantly shaped by colonialism. From a young age, he is subjected to the German colonial educational framework that emphasizes submission and order before he fully grasps his own identity.
“He had learned to obey before he learned to question” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 67)
This statement demonstrates that Ilyas develops an identity influenced by colonial authority. He acquires a sense of compliance prior to cultivating analytical skills, highlighting the profound impact of colonialism on his personal growth.
Afiya undergoes the development of her identity by enduring pain and challenging life circumstances. The abuse and harsh treatment she encounters lead her to adopt silence as a means of safeguarding herself.
“She had learned silence as a form of survival” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 143).
This quotation shows that Afiya’s identity is shaped by trauma and struggle. Silence is not weakness, but a way to survive and protect herself from a painful environment.
c. The Emergence of Hybrid Identity
The development of hybrid identity in the novel Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah illustrates how the characters intertwine local traditions and colonial impacts within their identities. Hybrid identity arises when an individual finds it impossible to fully embrace their traditional cultural background while also struggling to adapt entirely to colonial culture. Consequently, they exist amid two distinct realms.
Ilyas represents the most prominent instance of hybrid identity. He is raised in a German colonial educational system, adopting foreign principles such as discipline, obedience, and Christian customs, yet he retains his foundational beliefs and recollections of his local cultural heritage.
“He had learned to obey before he learned to question” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 67).
This citation indicates that the colonial educational framework influences Ilyas's identity by instilling obedience prior to fostering critical thinking.
“It was either that or leave school” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This citation clarifies that Ilyas is compelled to adhere to colonial religious customs in order to persist in his schooling, resulting in a conflict regarding his identity.
“God knows what was in my heart” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This citation demonstrates that although Ilyas complies with colonial regulations, he maintains his own internal beliefs.
Thus, the hybrid identity depicted in Afterlives encapsulates the tension of navigating between local customs and colonial influences. It reveals how colonialism transforms personal identity without completely obliterating the original culture.
d. The Effect on the Development of Cultural Identity
Ilyas is one of the characters most affected by colonialism. Through German education and mission school, he learns foreign values and religious practices that are different from his original culture. This makes him feel divided between his local identity and colonial expectations.
“It was either that or leave school” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This quotation shows that Ilyas must choose between keeping his original beliefs or accepting colonial rules to continue his education.
“God knows what was in my heart” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95) .
This quotation explains that although Ilyas follows colonial demands, he still keeps his personal faith inside, showing the struggle in developing his identity.
Afiya is also affected by her difficult life experiences. Her identity develops through suffering, silence, and survival. She becomes stronger through hardship and learns to protect herself emotionally.
“She had learned silence as a form of survival” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 143).
This quotation shows that Afiya’s cultural identity is shaped by trauma and experience, not only by tradition or colonial influence.
Therefore, the development of cultural identity in ’’Afterlives” is influenced by both local values and colonial pressure. The characters grow by facing conflict between tradition and change, which shapes who they become.
The Form Postcolonial Cultural Identity as Hybridity, Ambivalence, and Resistance
a. Hybrid Identity
In Abdulrazak Gurnah's novel Afterlives, the concept of hybrid identity denotes a situation in which characters form an identity shaped by both indigenous culture and colonial influences. They find themselves neither entirely rooted in their cultural heritage nor wholly immersed in the colonial environment. This results in an identity that lies in the middle of two cultural realms.
Ilyas exemplifies hybrid identity most clearly. Through his education in a German colonial setting and attendance at mission schools, he acquires values such as discipline, compliance, and Christian customs, while also retaining his native beliefs and the memories tied to his local culture.
“He had learned to obey before he learned to question” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 67).
This statement illustrates how Ilyas's sense of self is influenced by colonial education, where following orders is prioritized over individual comprehension.
“It was either that or leave school” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This quote indicates that Ilyas must adhere to colonial religious practices to continue his schooling, creating a clash in his sense of identity.
“They made you sin” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This expression captures the conflict between the expectations of colonial authority and personal belief, highlighting how hybrid identity can lead to emotional turmoil.
“God knows what was in my heart” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This remark signifies that despite outwardly conforming to colonial standards, Ilyas maintains his own convictions internally.
Thus, the notion of hybrid identity within Afterlives illustrates the challenge of navigating the space between local customs and the impact of colonialism. While colonialism reshapes individual identities, it does not entirely obliterate characters' original cultural backgrounds.
b. Ambivalent Identity
Ambivalent identity in the book Afterlives by Abdulrazak Gurnah describes a state in which characters find themselves feeling conflicted and uncertain due to the influences of both indigenous culture and colonial culture. They reject colonial ideals but also face challenges in reverting completely to their original identities. This situation leads to confusion, doubt, and internal conflict.
Ilyas serves as a prime illustration of ambivalent identity. He has undergone German colonial schooling and practices foreign religious customs, yet he internally preserves his inherent beliefs and cultural principles. This results in a sense of being torn between two identities.
“It was either that or leave school” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This line illustrates that Ilyas must choose between education and his personal convictions, leading to confusion regarding his identity.
“They made you sin” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This statement highlights the moral dilemma brought about by colonial influence. Ilyas perceives that complying with colonial expectations equates to a betrayal of his own faith.
“God knows what was in my heart” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This remark indicates that while Ilyas externally conforms to colonial standards, internally he strives to safeguard his authentic identity and beliefs.
“He had learned to obey before he learned to question” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 67).
This statement reflects how colonial education influences his conduct and simultaneously creates inner conflict, as obedience precedes the development of self-awareness.
Consequently, ambivalent identity in Afterlives illustrates the emotional and psychological challenges of existing between two cultures. The characters undergo uncertainty since colonialism alters their identities without entirely erasing their original cultural backgrounds.
c. Dislocated Identity
In Abdulrazak Gurnah's novel Afterlives, dislocated identity describes the state in which individuals lose ties to their native culture, family, and feeling of inclusion as a result of colonialism and various life events. They no longer completely fit into their customary society, yet they are also unable to fully assimilate into the colonial environment. This results in feelings of isolation, disorientation, and emotional detachment.
Ilyas serves as the most prominent illustration of dislocated identity. He is taken from his family at an early age and matures under the influence of German colonial education. He adopts unfamiliar values, discipline, and spiritual practices, which leave him estranged from his original cultural heritage.
“He had learned to obey before he learned to question” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 67).
This line emphasizes that Ilyas’s identity is primarily influenced by colonial forces rather than by his family upbringing. He acquires the skill of obedience prior to developing self-awareness.
“It was either that or leave school” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This statement indicates that in order to remain in school, Ilyas must abandon certain aspects of his native beliefs, highlighting his disconnection from his original identity.
“God knows what was in my heart” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 95).
This quote reveals that although Ilyas outwardly adheres to colonial expectations, internally he retains his original faith and emotional bond to his authentic identity.
Afiya also undergoes a dislocated identity due to trauma and hardship. She is raised in an atmosphere of fear and silence, which results in a sense of estrangement from typical family life and a secure environment.
“She had learned silence as a form of survival” (Gurnah, 2020, p. 143).
This line illustrates that Afiya’s identity is formed through suffering and emotional dislocation. Silence becomes her method of coping in a world where she feels threatened.
Consequently, dislocated identity in Afterlives illustrates how trauma and colonialism sever individuals from their roots and sense of belonging. The characters find it challenging to achieve stability as they navigate the space between loss and adaptation.

CONCLUSION 
Based on the analysis of Abdulrazak Gurnah’s Afterlives, it can be concluded that colonialism plays a significant role in shaping, transforming, and challenging cultural identity. The novel demonstrates that the interaction between indigenous and colonial cultures creates conflicts that influence how individuals perceive themselves and their place within society. Through the experiences of Ilyas, Hamza, and Afiya, Gurnah illustrates that identity is not fixed but is continuously constructed through historical experiences, cultural encounters, and personal struggles. The findings reveal that postcolonial identity in the novel is manifested through hybridity, ambivalence, and dislocation, reflecting the complex consequences of colonial domination on the lives of the colonized. While colonialism leaves lasting effects in the form of trauma, cultural disruption, and identity conflicts, the characters also display resilience and the ability to negotiate and reconstruct their identities. Ultimately, Afterlives portrays identity as an ongoing process shaped by both external forces and individual agency, while emphasizing important values such as courage, loyalty, perseverance, cultural awareness, and the importance of maintaining human connections amid social and historical upheavals.
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