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[bookmark: _Hlk156570420]Abstrak
[bookmark: _Hlk156571165]Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui efektivitas dan hambatan siswa dalam menggunakan cerita humor untuk meningkatkan minat membaca. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kuantitatif dengan kelas pre-eksperimental dengan desain one group pretest-posttest design. Penelitian ini dilakukan di kelas VII SMP Islam Darul Hikmah Makassar dengan melibatkan 29 siswa sebagai sampel penelitian. Peneliti menggunakan tes membaca yang terdiri dari pre-test dan post-test serta angket sebagai instrumen dalam pengumpulan data. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan cerita lucu dapat meningkatkan minat membaca siswa secara signifikan. Dimana nilai pre-test yaitu sebesar 1270 sedangkan post-test sebesar 2250. Rata-rata pre-test sebesar 43,79 dan post-test sebesar 77,58. Terjadi peningkatan sebesar 77% dari pre-test ke post-test. Berdasarkan hasil di atas dapat disimpulkan bahwa penggunaan cerita lucu efektif meningkatkan minat baca siswa.
Kata Kunci : Cerita humor, minat baca	
Abstract

[bookmark: _Hlk156571194]The purposes of this research were to discover the effectiveness of using humorous stories in improving students’ reading interest and to investigate students’ obstacle in using humorous stories in improving students’ reading interest. This research used a quantitative method with a group of pre-test and post-test design. This research was conducted at SMP Islam Darul Hikmah Makassar with the sample of  the 29 seventh grade students. To collect data, two types of research instruments were employed, a test and  an instrument. The research results show that the use of humorous stories significantly improve the students’ reading interest. The value of the pre-test is 1270 while the post-test is 2250. Then, the average of the pre-test and post-test is 43.79 and 77.58 respectively. This indicates that there is an increasing 77% from the pre-test to the post-test. In conclusion, the use of humorous stories is effective in improving students’ reading interest.
Keywords: humorous story, students’ reading interest
Introduction
       Reading becomes one of the important language skills that students need since the first time they start to study English. Through reading students can obtain much information, knowledge, as well as insight. In addition, the students can develop their reading ability in understanding and comprehending many kinds of text (Marina, 2018). For example, (1) the text narrative seeps into our lives, it's the way humans understand them experience; narrative text can be a work of fiction or nonfiction; then, non-fiction narrative texts include informational stories, biographies and autobiographies, diaries and letters; the narrative fiction is constructed from a number of elements: narrative, narrative structure, setting, characters, themes, and language (gamble et al 2022); (2) descriptive text is a text which says what a person or a thing is like; its purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or thing; (3) procedure text is a type of text that is written to explain how to do something; it’s a step-by-step explanation of a process or a set of instructions for completing a specific task; procedure text is used in many contexts, such as manuals, recipes, scientific experiments, or instructions for assembling products.
       Humorous stories on the other hand are information light or easily accepted, absorbed and understood by students' brains because it needs no strong concentration to understand. If they were used to teach reading, it would not be difficult for students to understand because the reading contain humor can be easily accepted and understood. The subject matter usually requires strong concentration or focus, while students are still not aware of new conditions, or because of other conditions previously mentioned at the problem point (Hilman, 2020). 
Several studies have been conducted, and have proven that using humour stories can help students with their reading interest. The first study, Using Humorous Stories to Improve Students’ Reading Achievement on Narrative Text at SMK Mahrusiyah, was conducted by Budi, S. (2020). The results showed that humorous stories improve students’ reading comprehension in narrative texts. The stories are appropriate to be used by the students in XI TKJ A class of SMK Al Mahrusiyah Kediri because they easily enjoy the lesson and the stories. The second study, Enhancing Students’ Achievement and Motivation Toward Reading Comprehension by Using Humourous Story at The 11th Grade of SMK Negeri 6 Bulukumba, was conducted by (Eryana, S., Nappu, S., dan Abdul, N. B., 2018). The result showed that there was significantly difference between pre-test and post-test. The researcher indicated that the humorous story enhanced the students reading comprehension in terms of interpretive comprehension. 
       To motivate students to be an enthusiastic reader, to use a strategy is required Yunus, M. (2019). One of the strategies is to use humorous stories. Humor is the quality in something that makes it funny or amusing; the ability to laugh at things that are amusing. The humor can create strong bonds and vital elements for connection. When the audience laughs, it means more than being entertained, the laughter says that they understand you, they like you. The humor is a short narrative text of an interesting or amusing that can make students motivating in reading, because it is interesting and enjoyable for students (Octaberlina and Asrifan, 2021).
       Although reading may seem like a straightforward activity, it can still be difficult for some individuals, particularly the seventh-grade students at SMP Islam Darul Hikmah Makassar. The choice to target this particular class was motivated by the aim to improve their reading skills, as they were deemed to require assistance. The researcher conducted interviews with the students from the school and discovered that their reading abilities were insufficient for several reasons. Firstly, students found it challenging to understand the material due to their limited thinking skills. Secondly, their basic knowledge of English was inadequate. Lastly, many students were hesitant to read because they were unsure about the correct pronunciation.
       
Method
       This research is a type of pre-experimental design often referred to as the design which is also often called a quasi-experiment. In its implementation, the type of experiment has not fulfilled yet the requirements of a scientific experiment by following certain rules that have been established. The researcher used a pre-experimental class using pre-test, treatment, post-test design. This research was conducted at first grade of SMP Islam Darul Hikmah Makassar. The population of this research were the seventh grade of SMP Islam Darul Hikmah Makassar, which involved 29 students required as the respondents to this research. In this research there are two instruments, the first instrument is a test, to know the significant of using humorous stories, consist of pre-test and post-test and the second one is a questionnaire instrument to know the obstacle in using humorous stories. 
The following procedures were used to offer summary of data collection methods and tools: One tool utilized to gather the data and information required for this study was the test. The goal was to assess the student competence both before and after the session of treatment. The purpose of the tests was specifically to determine the student's interest in reading humorous stories. During the study, researcher conducted and pre-experimental teaching in the seventh grade students of SMP Islam Darul Hikmah Makassar. The researcher used humorous stories as a strategy to teaching reading. Then, the researcher gave questionnaires to the students after reading test and treatment were done, where the purpose of the questionnaires was to know students’ obstacles in using humorous stories. The form of questionnaire used close-ended questionnaire. The researcher gave 20 minutes to fulfill the questionnaires. The questionnaire consists of 10 statetment. The  researcher gave optional such as Strongly Agree, Agree, Netral, Disagree, Strongly disagree. 
Technique of Data Analysis
1. Scoring the student’s answer
Score =  x 100  
 (Nasrah, 2017)
Table 1. Interval Score for reading achievement

	No.
	Interval score
	Classification

	1
	>85
	A

	2
	>75-84
	B

	3
	>65-74
	C

	4
	>55-64
	D

	5
	<=55
	E


(William and Hita, 2019)
2. The classification of the students’ score calculating the mean score of the students’ vocabulary test by using the following formula:
𝑋̅ = 
Notes:
𝑋̅    =  the mean score
∑X =  the students’ total score
𝑁    =  total population (Nasrah,2017)

3. From the table classification, the research calculates the value of percentage gets test through the following formula:

P = 
Notes :
P = percentage
F = cumulative frequency
N = total of samples (Arikunto, 2006)


4. To find the students increasement the formula:


Airasian, Mills, and Gay (2012)

Notes:
% = The students’ increasing
X1 = The mean score of the pre test
X2 = The mean score of the post-test

Finding and Discussion
Finding 
1. The Result of Students’ Score
After comparing the Pre-test and Post-test score, the researcher made an analysis of the data from the result as follows:
Table 2. The Mean Score of Pre-test and Post-test

	Indicators
	Pre-Test
	Post-Test

	
	Mean Score
	Mean Score

	Reading Interest
	43,79
	77,58



Table 2 shows that the mean score of the students in the pre-test was 43.79 (E) and the mean score in the post-test was 77.58 (B). That is, the value of the post-test is higher than the pre-test.

Table 3. The Classification and Frequency of the Pre-test and Post-test

	NO
	Categories
	Pre-Test
	Post-Test

	
	
	Freq
	%
	Freq
	%

	1
	A
	0
	0%
	9
	31%

	2
	B
	0
	0%
	6
	21%

	3
	C
	5
	17%
	10
	34%

	4
	D
	5
	17%
	4
	14%

	5
	E
	19
	66%
	0
	0%

	Total
	29
	100%
	29
	100%



Table 3 shows that the categories, frequencies, and percentages of the students' reading interests test scores where there are differences between the pre-test and post-test. In the pre-test, no students received categories A and B. Half of the total students scored in category E with a percentage of 66%, D as many as 5 students (17%) and C as many as 5 students (17%). Meanwhile, in the post test there was an increase in the student scores, there were 9 students who got category A (31%), B as many as 6 students (21%), C as many as 10 students (34%), D as many as 4 students (14%) and not there are students who scored in category E.

Table 4. Increasement of the Pre-test and Post-test

	
Indicators
	
 Pre-Test
	
Post-Test
	Increasement (%)

	Reading Interest
	43,79
	77,58
	77%





Table 4 shows that the pre-test value is 43.79 and the post-test is 77.58 with post-test > pre-test value. The increase in the average student score on the pre-test and post-test was 77%. This shows that the students' interests in reading increases significantly through the use of humorous stories.

2. The Result of Questionnaire Analysis
        
Table 4.6 Feeling difficult to understand the humor used by the teacher or classmates in learning

	No.
	Category
	Frequency
	Precentage

	1.
	Strongly Agree
	2
	7%

	2.
	Agree
	3
	10%

	3.
	Undecided
	22
	76%

	4.
	Disagree
	2
	7%

	5.
	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Frequency
	29
	100%



Table 4.7 Feeling uncomfortable when try to use humor in front of friends or teacher
	No.
	Category
	Frequency
	Precentage

	1.
	Strongly Agree
	6
	21%

	2.
	Agree
	19
	66%

	3.
	Undecided
	2
	7%

	4.
	Disagree
	2
	7%

	5.
	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Frequency
	29
	100%






Table 4.8 Worried that the use of humor in learning can interfere with study focus
	No.
	Category
	Frequency
	Precentage

	1.
	Strongly Agree
	2
	7%

	2.
	Agree
	1
	3%

	3.
	Undecided
	6
	21%

	4.
	Disagree
	20
	69%

	5.
	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Frequency
	29
	100%











Table 4.9 Feeling difficult to find humorous stories relevant to the subject matter being studied

	No.
	Category
	Frequency
	Precentage

	1.
	Strongly Agree
	22
	76%

	2.
	Agree
	5
	17%

	3.
	Undecided
	0
	0%

	4.
	Disagree
	2
	7%

	5.
	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Frequency
	29
	100%











Table 4. 10 Feeling that humor in learning isn’t suitable for the curriculum
	No.
	Category
	Frequency
	Precentage

	1.
	Strongly Agree
	23
	79%

	2.
	Agree
	2
	7%

	3.
	Undecided
	3
	10%

	4.
	Disagree
	1
	3%

	5.
	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0%

	Frequency
	29
	100%



Discussion
       Based on the research findings above, it shows that the pre-test and post-test have significant differences in scores, and this is proven by obtaining a score of 1270 for the pre-test and 2250 for the post-test. The pre-test average was 43.79 and the post-test was 77.58. Meanwhile, the percentage increase in the average score from pre-test to post-test was 77%. The results of this research are similar to research by Budi, S. (2020) and Eryana, S., Nappu, S., & Abdul, N.B., (2018) where the results of the research are that humorous stories have a significant influence, providing a positive influence because it makes students comfortable in the learning process, and easy to understand for themselves. After giving the questionnaire, the researcher found that there are several obstacles faced by the students for different reasons, such as most students are still not used to the use of funny stories that have just been implemented, some students still feel embarrassed and worried if the humour used is not appropriate with the hope of their friends or teachers. The students are still in the basic category if they want to make humorous stories that are relevant to the material that will be used in the learning process, the seventh grade students who still cannot determine appropriate humorous, so as not to hurt other people's feelings, up to the last reason that is the students feel that not all learning topics can use humorous.

Conclusion
Based on the statistical calculations above, it can be seen that there is a clear difference between the average score of learning outcomes after receiving treatment using humorous story texts and the learning outcomes before receiving treatment. It can be said that the majority of seventh grade students at SMP Islam Darul Hikmah Makassar experienced an increase in their interests in reading after receiving treatment using the humorous story texts provided.
From the first statement to the last statement, it can be concluded that there are several obstacles faced by the students for different reasons, such as most students are still not used to the use of funny stories that have just been implemented, some students still feel embarrassed and worried if the humor used is not appropriate with the hope of their friends or teachers, the students are still in the basic category if they want to make humor stories that are relevant to the material that will be used in the learning process, the seventh grade students who still cannot determine appropriate humor so as not to hurt other people's feelings, up to the last reason that is the students feel that not all learning topics can use humor.
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