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Abstrak
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengeksplorasi bagaimana bunyi diftong mempengaruhi pelafalan mahasiswa fakultas sastra UMI pada tahun akademik 2023- 2024 melalui aplikasi English Language Speech Assistant dan untuk menyelidiki sejauh mana bunyi diftong mempengaruhi pelafalan mahasiswa fakultas sastra UMI pada tahun akademik 2023-2024 melalui aplikasi English Language Speech Assistant. Peneliti menggunakan desain metode pra-eksperimental dan mengumpulkan data dengan memberikan pre-test dan post-test. Terdapat 17 mahasiswa Fakultas Sastra UMI tahun ajaran 2023-2024 yang terlibat dalam penelitian ini. Tes yang dilakukan adalah mengucapkan kata-kata yang terdiri dari 40 kata dalam pre-test dan post-test. Hasil dari peneliti menunjukkan bahwa aplikasi English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) signifikan dalam meningkatkan pelafalan mahasiswa. Hal ini dikarenakan sebelum menggunakan aplikasi English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA), nilai rata-rata siswa adalah 52.79, namun setelah siswa menggunakan aplikasi ELSA, nilai rata-rata siswa meningkat menjadi 67.5 dengan presentase peningkatan sebesar 27.86%. Peningkatan yang signifikan ini terjadi karena Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) dapat membantu meningkatkan kemampuan pelafalan siswa. Berdasarkan hasil di atas, dapat dilihat bahwa terdapat peningkatan pada mahasiswa Fakultas Sastra UMI khususnya dalam pelafalan.

Kata kunci: Aplikasi ELSA, Pelafalan, Diftong

Abstract
The objective of this research is to explore how the diphthong sounds influence the pronunciation students faculty of letters UMI in the academic year 2023- 2024 through the English Language Speech Assistant application and to investigate to what extent the diphthong sounds influence the pronunciation students faculty of letters UMI in the academic year 2023-2024 through the English Language Speech Assistant application. The researcher used a pre-experimental method design and collected data by giving pre-tests and post-tests. There were 17 students faculty of letters UMI in the academic year 2023-2024 involved in this study. The test conducted was to pronounce words consisting of 40 words in the pre-test and post-test. The results of the researcher showed that the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application was significant in improving students' pronunciation. This is because before using the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application, the average score of students was 52.79, but after students used the ELSA application, the average score of students increased to 67.5 with a percentage increase of 27.86%. This significant increase occurred because Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) can help improve students' pronunciation skills. Based on the result above, it can be seen that there is an improvement in students' faculty of letters UMI especially in pronunciation.
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INTRODUCTION
Pronunciation is very important because it is closely related to vocabulary development (Tarigan). It requires a sensitive awareness of speech. If students are familiar with speaking, they don’t want to provide explicit information. Speech is very important in the development of concepts because it involves distinguishing between sounds that are combined to form words and concepts. To know good and correct speech requires regular and structured training. Regular and structured training is the key to the success of any skill, including the ability to pronounce words correctly and accurately. Mastery of Pronunciation includes the ability to understand the sound system or phonology of English to produce English sounds properly and correctly, which includes loose words, phrases, sentences, and English dialogue or discourse. Understanding requires theory, and to be able to produce requires a lot of practice or practice. To improve students’ pronunciation skills, the teacher can use technology. One of the media is a pronunciation tool/software. In this paper, the researchers used the ELSA Speaking application that can be used to help students in pronunciation practice. ELSA Speaking application is one of the flexible programmers that features (Shrum & Glisan, 2016). ELSA Speaking is virtual language teacher software, used by individuals, language schools, universities, and corporations around the world.
The use of technology has become an important part of the learning process in and out of the class. Every language class prefers to use some form of technology as teaching media. Technology is today's most valuable and effective tool to support language teaching and learning inside and outside the classroom. In the technology itself, AI (Artificial Intelligence) is unique in its kind and helps students learn everything in a fun and fast way. This app allows students to apply and practice according to their needs anywhere with no time limit. Not only that, students could personally set their way to learn. Then, it can also possibly engage all the students to participate in learning. Fortunately, this is supported by Ghavifekr & Rosdy (2015), who said that it could be a "hook" to get students' desires to get involved, and potentially, students have the opportunity to study independently. These AI characteristics can match one of the devices in the ELSA name. Technology has been used to both help and improve language learning. Technology enables teachers to adapt classroom activities by enhancing the language learning process. Technology helps the teachers to make the effective and attractive teaching language process. Teachers can use technology in class by applying a computer-based language activity. According to Abidin et.al (2013), using computer-based language activities improve cooperative learning in learners.
The English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application was designed by Vu Van in 2015 and is based in San Francisco, United States. It uses artificial intelligence (AI) and speech recognition to help improve and refine English pronunciation (Pillar, 2013). ELSA differs from other applications which focus exclusively on teaching vocabulary and grammar, ELSA uses speech recognition technology that can help users improve and enhance their English pronunciation. (Vu Van, 2016) With this technology, ELSA can accurately detect more than 95% of user pronunciation errors. Users can also get advanced comments to correct pronunciation errors. This is one of the things that sets ELSA apart from other English language learning apps. ELSA Speak offers users over 1200 lessons and over 60 topics to practice pronunciation, from practicing pronunciation to the words and phrases they require.
In Indonesia, pronunciation learning is not included in the curriculum so pronunciation learning in schools only counts on the development of the school curriculum and the level of teacher concern with students' English pronunciation. while the media used is determined by many things, including the availability and quality of the media, the willingness and ability of teachers to choose and use the media, and the availability of supporting facilities and infrastructure. Most of the pronunciation learning media in schools are only dictionary books and the teacher as the model. This is considered quite heavy and tiring for the teacher when teaching, and from the student's point of view, modeling this method is not sufficient, because examples of speech can only be heard once or twice, so students will quickly forget. students need a speech model that can be heard at any time, while the lecturer needs a tool that can ease their work. This problem can be overcome with the availability of appropriate learning media.

METHOD 
In this research, the researcher used a quantitative approach to analyze the data. The researcher applied a pre-experimental research design, involving pre-test and post-tests to measure students’ ability in pronunciation. The researcher gave a pre-test to students before giving the treatment. When the treatment was complete, the researcher gave a post-test. Sugiyono, (2016) states that the population is a regional generalization consisting of objects/subjects that have certain quantities and characteristics determined by the researcher to be studied and then draw conclusions. The population in this study is 22 academic years 2023-2024 of the English Education Department in the faculty of letters UMI consisting of 30 students which is in 2 classes. According to Sugiyono (2017:81) states that the sample is a part of the number and characteristics possessed by the population. This research used a cluster random sampling technique. there are 2 classes, the researcher took C1. The samples are 17 students.
The instrument of this research was a pronunciation test. It is aimed to obtain data on the achievement of students’ pronunciation. The researcher first explained some of the procedures in the class which used as samples. The researcher gave a pre-test in the form of a pronunciation test. After the pre-test, the researcher applied to use the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application. After treatment, the researcher gave a post-test at the end of the meeting.

FINDINGS
In this research, the researcher used pre-experimental research to measure improved students’ pronunciation through the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in the academic year 2023- 2024.
Table 1. Mean Score of Pre-Test and Post-Test
	Kind of Test
	Frekuensi (N)
	Minimum
	Maximum
	Mean Score

	Pre – Test
	17
	28
	80
	52.79

	Post – Test
	17
	38
	95
	67.5


The table above shows that the students’ mean score on the pre-test was 52.79 % while the students’ mean score on the post-test was 67.5 %. It was analyzed that there was an improvement in students’ pronunciation after applying of English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in the class (27.86 %). To ascertain whether or not the distribution is normal, a normality test is performed. The Shapiro-Wilk normality test was used in this research to ensure that the data were normally distributed.
Table 2. Test of Normality
	
	
	Shapiro-Wilk
	

	
	Statistic
	Df
	Sig.

	Pre-Test
	.962
	17
	.661

	Post-Test
	.938
	17
	.298


The Pre-Test data normality test produced ρ (0.661). Simultaneously, the Post-Test data produces ρ (0.298). From these findings, it can be concluded that the data is distributed regularly. Paired Samples t-test will be used as it is based on the Normality Test mentioned above.

	Table 3. Paired Samples Statistics	

	
	Mean
	N
	Std.
Deviation
	Sig.
(2-Tailed)

	Pre - Test
	52.79
	17
	15.660
	

	Post - Test
	67.50
	17
	17.321
	.000


Based on the paired t-test results, Ha is accepted and H0 is denied with values of 0.000 and 0.05 (<0.05). It implies that there is a result of improved English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) efficacy.

DISCUSSION
Based on the findings, the student’s scores of pronunciation before using the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application showed that the students’ pronunciation in the academic year of 2023- 2024 especially class C1 was poor. It was because most of the students did not know how to pronounce some words correctly. In treatments, at the first meeting, the researcher found that there were most of the students had problems with pronunciation because the most of students still had difficulty pronouncing some sounds. From the second meeting until the last, they tried to pronounce some sounds well and also they paid attention to the explanation given by the researcher to them at the end of each meeting. When the researcher applied the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in English teaching and learning until the last meeting for doing treatment, the researcher gave a post-test to measure the students’ scores. after giving a post-test, the researcher tried to measure the improvement of the student’s pronunciation. In the pre-test, the students got 52.79 % as the mean score and in the post-test got 67.5% as the mean score. The researcher found that the improvement of the students’ pronunciation in pre-test to post-test was 27.86% It means that after some treatments by using the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application, the students’ pronunciation was improved.
It is supported by Kholis (2021), who found that the ELSA Speak application can help improve the student’s pronunciation skills and motivation, this was confirmed by the students' results and scores. Students can hear and imitate sounds in the same way as with their mother tongue. students' voice recordings can be retrieved instantly from the system so that they can be corrected. Based on the Pre-Test data normality test findings, ρ (0.661) was achieved. Conversely, the Post-Test data revealed ρ (0.298). These findings suggest that the data is regularly distributed. Given that sig>0.05, Thus, the paired t-test is used for data analysis. It’s the result of teaching the students pronunciation through the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application.
Based on the result of the t-test, the researcher found that there was an improvement in the student’s pronunciation. It means that there was a significant difference result of the pre-test before and after the teaching and learning process through the use English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in the classroom. It was because the students learned and practiced pronouncing some words through the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in the classroom that could enlarge their new experience and knowledge. Based on the data it can be concluded that the students in C1 in the academic year of 2023- 2024 were improved.
This finding was also strengthened by Sarmita Samad (2019) who states that the ELSA Speak application is suitable for learning pronunciation. There are many categories of content available that are good such as courses related to English proficiency level. Indeed, features such as vowel and consonant sounds, diphthongs, syllables, and word stress can be referenced for studying. From the students’ participation to the use of the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in pronunciation, students’ improvement is quite high.

CONCLUSION
The diphthongs that were easy for students to pronounce were [eɪ, aɪ, ɔi, aʊ] while the difficulties in pronouncing diphthongs faced by students were [iə, ɛə, ʊə, ǝʊ]. Meanwhile, the improvement of the students’ pronunciation through the use of the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in the academic year 2023-2024 was improved. It was proved by the mean score of the pre-test and the mean score of the post-test showed that the students’ pronunciation in post post-test was higher than the pre-test, besides, the test value was higher than the t-table value.
The influence of the pronunciation of students faculty of letters UMI in the use of the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application is significant in improving students’ pronunciation, it was proven t-test is higher than the t-table and the difference pre-test and post-test before and after teaching and learning process through the English Language Speech Assistant (ELSA) application in the classroom.
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